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BRITNEY SPEARS

parties, kids r,vere put in matching outfits, and everyone kner,v

how to shoot a gun. -fhe 
area's main historic site was Camp

Moore, a Confederate training base built by Jel{erson D.rvis.

Each year there are Civil'War reenactnents the rveekend be-

fore Thanksgiving, and the sight of the people dressed up in

rnilitary outfits was a reminder that rhe holiday rvas coming. I

loved that time of year:hot chocolate, the smell of the fireplace

in our living room, the colors of the fall leaves on the ground.
-We 

had a little brick house with green-striped rvallpaper

and .vood paneling. As a girl I went to Sonic, rode go-karts.

played basketbali, and attended a Christian school called Park-

lane Academl'.

The first time I u,as truly touched and got shivels dorvn

nry spine rvas hearing our housekeeper singing in the laundry

roonl. I alu.ays did the family laundry and ironing, but rvhen

times r,vere better financially, my mom would hire someone to

help. The housekeeper sang gospel music, and it was literallv an

au-akening to a u.hole new u.orld.I'11 never forget it.

Ever since then, nry longing and passion to sing have

grown. Singing is nagic. When I sing, I own rvho I am. I

carl communicate purely.-When _vou sing voll stop using the

language of "Hi, how are you ." You're able to say things

that are much more profound. Singing takes me to a nrystical

place rvhqre language doesn't matter anymore, rvhere anyrhing

is possible.

A11I r,vanted was to be taken away from the everyday world
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BRITNEY SPEARS

alike. Sarne blond hair. Same srnile. She looked younger than

she was.

Her husband-nry grandfather June Spears Sr.-u,as abu-

sive. Jean suffered the loss of a baby when he was only three

days old. June sent Jean to Southeast Louisiana Hospital, a

by-all-accounts horrible asylum in Mandeville, where she rvas

put on lithium. In 1966, when she u.as thirty-one, rny grand-

mother Jean shot herself with a shotgun on her infant son's

grave, just over eight years after his death. I can't irnagine the

grief that she must have felt.

The way people talk about men likeJune in the South is to

say "Nothing was good enough for him." that he was "a perfec-

tionist," that he \Mas "a very involved father." I r,vould probably

put it more har shly than that.

A sports fanatic, June made my father exercise long past

erhaustion. Each dav rnhen my father finished basketball prac-

tice, no matter how tired and hungry he was, he still had to

shoot a hundred more baskets before he could come inside.

June was an offrcer for the Baton Rouge Police Depart-

ment and he eventually had ten children w,irh three wives.And

as far as I can tel1, no one has one good word to say about the

first fifty years of his life. Even in nry family, it was said that the

Spears men tended to be bad news, especially in terms of how

they treated women.

Jean wasn't the only rviG June sent to the rlental hospital

in Mandeville. He sent his second rvife there, too. One of mv
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BRITNEY SPEARS

him to Anrerica. She'd imagined a life like rvhat she had in

I-ondon. As she rode to his dairy farm from Nerv Orleans, she

looked out the r,vindor,r. of Barney's car and r,vas troubled by

horv empty his u,orld seemed. "Where are all the lights?" she

kept asking her neu. husband.

I sometimes think about Lily riding through the Louisiana

countryside,looking out into the night, realizing that her larse,

vibrant, music-filled life of afternoon teas and London irruse-

ums was about to become sma1l and hard. Instead of going to

the theater or shopping for clothes, she rvould have to spend

her life cooped up in the country, cookin* and cleanins and

nillking cows.

So my grandmother kept to herself, read a ton of books,

became obsessed with cleaning, and rnissed Lonclon Llntil the

dat' she died. My farnily said that Barney didn't want to let Lily

go back to London becau-.e he thought that if she u,ent, she

u.ouldn't corne home.

My nrother said Lily was so distracted by her orn n thoushts

that she had a tendency to start clearing the table before every-

one \\'as done eating.

Al1 I knew was that rrry grandmother was beautiful and I

loved copying her British accent. Talking in a British accent

has always made me happv because it makes me think of her.

nry fashionable qrandmother. I rvanted to have manners and a

lilting voice just like hers.

Because Lily had mone\,. my rnother, Lynne; her brother,
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BRITNEY SPEARS

wel1t AWOL on Christrnas morning. That time my mother

said she'd had enough. She went to stay with Lily.That March

of 1980, she filed for divorce. But June and June's new wife

begged her to take him back, and she did.

For a rnhile, apparentll: everything was calm. My dad

stopped welding and started a construction business.Then, after

a lot of struggle, he got a gynl business going, too. It rvas called

Total Fitness and it transfbrmed some of the men in town,

including my uncles, into bodybuilders. He ran ir in a de-

tached studio space on our property next door to the house.

An endless string of muscular men streamed in and out of the

gym, flexing their muscles in the mirrors under the fluores-

cent lights.

M1, dad started doing really rvell. In our little tor,vn he

became one ol the most well-off men. My family threw big

backr,ard crarvfish boils. They had crazy parties, rvith dancing

al1 night long. (I've always assumed their secret ingredient for

staying up a1l night r,vas speed, since that was the drug of choice

back then.)

My rnom opened a daycare center with her sister, nry aunt

Sandra. To cement their marriage, my parents had a second

baby-me. I rvas born on Decernber 2,1981. My rnother never

missed an opportllnity to recall that she r.vas in excruciating

labor rvith me for twenw-one hours.

T1{E
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